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8 an Addreſs to the Publick, appears in Print, un- 
der the Title of an Addreſs to your Lordſhip, and 
the Citizens of Dublin, which from its Nature and 

Publication, is an e dee to the Multitude thro? 
your Lordſhip, and that reſpectable Body of which you have 
the Honour to be the Head. And as its Tendency is very 
different from promoting that Peace, which it is your Duty 
as well as Inclination to preſerve, tho' after throwing the 
Brand of Diſcontent, the Addreſſor calls on you to ſtop its 
fatal Flame, yet as its Force may be too violent for your 
ſingle Endeavours, it is the Duty of every good Citizen to 
lend his Aſſiſtance, and to aid your Lordſhip in the Preſerva- 
tion of Tranquillity, by quieting the Minds of ſuch: as may 
have been diſturbed by the falſe Inſinuations and Reaſonings 
which appear thro” every Part of that Addrefs, 

As it is always prudent to ſet out with ſome Truths, in or- 
der to gain Credit to the reſt, the Addreſſor lays down a 
Doctrine which no Body can Conteſt, that a Repreſentative _ 
has a Right to conſult his Conſtituents, in weighty and im- 
portant Points which come before the Parliament ; but he 
omits to inform his Readers, that this ſhould be done in a 
regular decent Manner, as by a Perſonal or Epiſtolary Appli- 
cation to a chief Magiſtrate, to call a Meeting of the Mem- 
bers of the Society, to deliberate on the Subject propoſed, 


and to ſend their Member the Reſult of their Conſultation 
a Such 


1 | 


Fauch a Procedure is a private Tranſaction which relates 
ny to the Member and his Conſtituents, is not printed and 
-»ubliſhed for the general Peruſal ; and in every Circumſtance 
ters from the 175 Addreſſor, which is in the Hands of 
tie Learned, and the Unlearned, in which no Advice is 
_ aſked with any. View. or ,ExpeCtation of an Anſwer, and 
is Publiſh'd after the Matter exclaimed againſt, had been de- 
ater] in the Houſe; and. the Objections over-ruled by a large 
Majority. An Addreſs tho' dedicated to your Lordſhip and 
Citizens, yet its firſt Introduction · is by the Hands of Hawkers, 
and had gain'd Admiſſion into moſt Publick Houſes in this 
City, before it had the Honour of reaching your Lord- 
hip. „ 5 | 

Theſe Circumſtances demonſtrate the real Deſign was not 
to bring Peace, but the Sword, not to Save, but De- 
roy, and once more to try the old Experiment of inflamin 
a miſguided People. To create Suſpicions againſt the moſt 
eſpectable Perſonages in the State, and thereby raife a popu- 
lar Clamor in Support of an Oppoſition, feeble in the Houle, 
and unnoticed without, whoſe conſtant Obſtruction to pub- 
lick Meaſures, ſhew they AQt on other Principles than the 
Amor Patriæ, ſince 'tis impoſſible all Adminiſtrations ſhould 
be ſo bad or abſurd as never to form a Plan conducive to 
publick Utility. 5 + 

In the preſent Seſſions, every meaſure of Government 
was fo free from Objections, as hardly to admit Debate, yet 
the Oppoſition had Fears, but they were not of Injuries to 
the Kingdom, but leaſt the Purity and Wiſdom of Govern- 
ment, ſhould not give Opportunities for a Diſplay of Patrio- 
liſm; but happily a Subject preſented itſelf, by an inſignifi- 
cant Alteration in England, in the Heads of the Corn Bill; 
here iſſued out all the Expletives of Oratory, Aſtoniſhment, 
Horror, Dejection, oh my Country ! the Houſe reſounded, 
and Eccho carried them to the Poddle. | 

This Bill wass made to prevent our unthinking Farmers 
from ſtarving themſelves and the Publick, by being tempted 
to ſell their Corn to foreign Markets and leave the Kingdom 
deſtitute of Bread, the remainder of the Year, a thing very 
likely from the nature. of Mankind, who ſeldom look fo far 
as to ſee a preſent Benefit, may be the Parent of a future 
Misfortune This made the Providence of Parliament in- 
terpoſe in a Matter of ſuch.g neral Concern, 

As it's well known, that this Kingdom does not at prefent, 
raiſe Corn near ſufficient for its own Conſumption, us evi- 


dent 
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dent, that the Premium granted on Exportation, was rather 


done as an Encouragement to future Agriculture, than as an 


Inducement to export what we warit at home, or muſt re- 
place with conſiderable Loſs, by Imports from other Coun- 
tries. So that this Ad now made to prevent Exportation, is 
intended as a temporary Obſtruction to ſuch impolitick Trad- 
ing, but a power of ſuſpegding this Act, was thought proper 
to be truſted to the Crown's Diſcretion, meerly as the Ad- 
dreſſor expreſſed it. - - to open our Repoſitaries of Grain, 
and our Ports for the relief of England, as they have often 
done for us. | EA: | 
Now whether this diſcretionary Power in the Crown is 
exerciſed by the Advice of the Privy Council here or in Eng- 
land, makes no Difference in Regard to our. Conſtitation, 
for however that Power is exerciſed, tis meerly by Virtue 
of and under the Authority of our &.& of Parliament, and is 
given by ourſelves, and not aſſumed by any Regal Pre- 
rogative. n e e 


The Alteration of our Heads of Bills in England is no Alte - 


ration of our Laws; we are ſtill Judges of the Propriety of 
ſuch, and may either adopt or reject it: And as a large Ma- 
jority have agreed to the Alteration made to this Bill, and all 
the Reaſoning of the Minority found Light in the Ballance, 
'tis to be hoped notwithſtanding this unprecedented Decla- 
mation addreſſed to your Lordſhip, the Pubſick will acquieſce 
in the Opinion of by much the greateſt Number of their 
Repreſentatives ; as generally is, and ought to be done in 
moſt publick Matters. : | 

If we keep in our Minds the Reaſon for the Power of 
Suſpenſion, viz. an occaſional Relief to England, it is evi- 
dent the Alteration was founded on good Senſe : as the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch Relief muſt be better known and ſooner re- 
preſented to his Majeſty and Council in England, than it could 
be to the Government and Council here; and as theſe Wants 
may be ſudden ſo ſhould the Relief: otherwiſe the kind In- 
tent of our Parliament would be rendered uſeleſs. 

This Power the Addreſs repreſents, as transferring the ex- 
ecutive Power of the Laws to another Kingdom. If this 
was the Caſe nothing could be more abſurd, as it would be 
making a Law a Velo de ſe: But in this the Addreſſor gives 
another Inſtance of his deluſive Impoſition on the Minds of 
ordinary Readers; for the Execution of this, as of every 
other Law here, It muſt be by our Officers, and everv light 
Penalty or Diſpute under this Act, t be determined in our 
Courts: How then is the executive ou er transferred? 


If 
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If his Majeſty finds it necellary to permit Corn to be ex- 
ported far {nglevg, his Orders are hut Directions to our Of. 
ficers z to let {uch Corn be ſhipped which otherways the Sta- 
tute prohibits, the Execution of ſuch Order is ſtill by our Of- 
ficers, to wham it is meerly DireQgry, but the Pawer ariſes 
under our Statute. — | 

Thus ſtands all the Addreſſor's Transfer of the exccutive 
Power. This is all his fnnqveting” Clauſe 4nd negative legiſla- 
tive Power, or Power of Dijpenſong, which ſays he, our Po- 
licy abhors giving the Crown and its Miniſters. Tho", he 
admits it was properly given by the Heads of the Bill for the 
Relief of Englgnd, yet again on the Alferatjon in England 
he ſeems repugnant to every diſpenſing Power, but as he has 
nor preciſely diſtinguiſhed proper from improper Powers of 
Diſpenſing, not chooſing perhaps his Readers ſhould haye 
too elear Ideas of any Matter he treats of, it is neceſſary to 
obſerve ta your :Lordſhip our Policy abhors a prerogative 
Claim of Diſpenſing Powers, which our Conſtitution has hap- 
pily got clear of, ſince we were freed from the Stuart Race 
and their arbitrary Principles. But when a Law from its 
aun Nature requires it ſhould be diſpenſed with on ſome 
Occaſions, the Parliament veſts fuch Power in the King by 
the very AQ which mahes the Law as 'tis now evident, that 
nothing contrary to the Conſtitution has been attempted. by 
this or any other Act of the preſent Government; therefore 
muſt hope that altho" our Worthy and, Patriot Lord Lieute- 
nant ſhould. concur with the Sentiments of the Majority in 
Parliament, the Addreſ--r will not ſully the unblemiſhed and 
illuſtrious Name of Scymeur, as he has dope others, by in- 
ſerting them ina Black L- ſt, which he endeavoured, but 
could noi hand down to Poſteri ty 

1 hope your Lordſhip and the Publick fee by this Time, 
that it is poſſible the Alteration may ſerve good Purpoſes, 
and that you may keep it clear of inſiduous Deſigns, tho' the 
Addreſſor will not. And that it may have aroſe from the 
Nature and Reaſon of the Pater itſel; and was not intro- 
duced to pleaſe SOMEBODY: Whether that SoMEBODWis a 
new Miniſter, or one by Reſurrection, as the Addreſs inſi- 
nuates by a Mode of Writing more fallacious than any mi- 
piſterial Frick he would allude to, and which is never uſed 
but where Deſigns extend further than Fruth and Honeſty 
can carry them. In Poetry, where the End is Pleaſure, it 
is allowable, nay beautiful, where human Power ends, to 
call in the Aid of Dees; but as the Buſineſs of Proſe is to 

in- 


How far ſuch Sentiments rp in the Addreſs,” T beg 
1 


and the Publick,' who, I 


hope, are not impreſſed with the fame Ideas that 4; 7 . 


raiſed in my Mind, when ir tells your Lordſhip, the only BE- 
nefit that ariſes from an Oppoſition to Government, reſults 
to thoſe he can't ok on as Friends to their Country, viz. 


Placenien and Periſiiners,” whoſe Merit is inhanced, an dau. 
ſition 


bers generally increaſed, in Proportion 3o' the Op 
given to the Meafures of Govertiment: from which 


7 in y 
Mind, an Inference atiſes, That Miniſters, who under 0 | 
Crown are the Eyes of Government, and whom' the Con- 


ſtitution conſiders as Having the Cate of, and to änfwer for, 


the Management of the Common Wealth, are ne yercheſefs 


to be conftamly confidtred as Enemies of the People's Rights 
and Liberties; and 4 their Plaus for the Public Good, ds 
ſo many Traps for the People; and, therefore, whoever 


cy 


concuts with them in pubtick Meaſures, muſt be lboked on 


as of the Corporation of Trappers, viz. Placemen and Pen- 


ſionert, that is, ſcandalods Beætrayers and Sellers ot the Rights | 
of the People: But this is à Picture fo unnatüral in Def, 


that nd Coſduring can make it bearable; and tho“ we giay 
admire the Hand of fiith'a Painter, we muſt deteſt his Head 


and Heart. Obr Conffitution is happily frames to obviate 


the Fallibility of Mankind, the legiſlative Power is pliced' in 


the Judgment of ſeveral; and the executive Power tho“ veſted? 


in the Crown, is adminiſtered by various Officers, ſome of 
which are OControles and CotreQurs of the Errors vf others: 
Thus is our Conſtitution ſufficiently protected witiout the 
Aid of ſuch Addreſſes to the Populate, ahd as the Opinion 
of a Majority is moſt probably right, it ſhould not be oh- 
ſtructed or cenſured without the ſtröngeſt Reaſons, and thoſe 
legally and properly ſhewn.: *Tis na Wonder then the Author 
ſhould think'an Addrefs of ſuch a Nature would in theſe Days 
em alarming as it is uncommon, and others may be further 
inclined to think 'tis equally illegal to appeal from an Ac of 
tne Houſe of Commons to the People without Doors, which, 
Widcec, 
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(/ 8-): 
indeed the Author ſeems to allow by aſſerting for an Apology, 
That Neceſſity knows no Law: But as there ſeems neither Ne- 
ceſſity for, nor even Utility in the Addreſs, he muſt admit the 
I aw to reaſſume its FunQuon ; and then it is a Quere, whether 
fome crafty and ſubtile Lawyer, ſuch as he alludes te, may 
not by rummaging ſome muſty Record, happily find a Preſident 
to ſhew it a Libel N of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. At beſt it is a very inſiduous Attempt to render them 
and our worthy Lord Lieutenant, ſuſpected of Diſregard to 
our national Intereſt. 1. r 
But as all ſuch Proceedings will meet with proper Cenſure 
from Perſons of Judgment, it is only neceſſary for Your 
Lordſhip and the Magiſtrates by publick Avowals of Your 
Diſapprobation, to Prevent ſuch thoughtleſs Crowds gathering 
in Tumults, as by ſimilar Means, have heretofore been raiſed, - 
to the Diſgrace of this Metropolis: But it is to be hoped. 
Experience-of the e Conſequences of ſuch Riots, 
has rendered the People more wiſe than to venture their 
Lives in Support of a Faction; and when tis certain nothing 
Strengthens ſo much the Force of bad Power, as a riotous, 
illegal Oppoſition. Tis then Government is juſtified in 
calling out her Forces at Home, which will not only puniſh + 
the Offenders, but if at that Time in the Hands of a Power 
graſping Monarch, may be exerted to fatal Purpoſes. 8 
From theſe Conſiderations 'tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe the lau- 
dable Attentions ſhewn by Your Lordſhip in this Time of 
Scarcity, to ſecure the Poor from the Addition of artificial 
Famine by illegal Prices or fraudulent Weights, will not be 
diverted from this Mode of Preſervation to exert againſt them 
the avenging Sword of Power, which the Laws have put into 
the Hands of Government, for a Protection to the Good 
and a Terror to thoſe that do Ill. Since it is by a decent 
Submiſſion to the higher Powers, we can alone expect Peace 
to be within our Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within our Palaces, 


I have the Honour of declaring myſelf, 


My Lord, * 1 ' 


o 7 : 
we. os 


Your moſt Faithful, 2 
And, I hope profitable Servant, 


A FREE CITIZEN. 
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